
                                                   

  
  

  

      

         According to : 

 

 

 The national waiting 

list  now has over 

105,192 candidates as 

of (11/27/2009) 

 About 200 people in    

Nevada are wating for 

a kidney transplant. 

        www.unos.org  
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     The longest-running television news program, CBSõ 60 Minutes, recently 

raised questions about the fairness of the nationõs organ allocation system.  

According to a story aired on November 8, 2009, a known member of the 

Japanese mafia (the Yakuza) received a liver transplant at UCLA, after a 

very short wait on the transplant list.  The speed with which Tadamasa 

Goto received his transplant raised questions about the influence money or 

celebrity has on the process.  Unfortunately, the report failed to note that this case happened some 

four years ago and that an investigation by the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) found 

that UCLA followed all transplant guidelines.  Mr. Goto did not receive special consideration.     

Moreover, neither UNOS nor UCLA knew that Mr. Goto was a member of the Yakuza. 

    60 Minutes reported that the FBI cleared the visit for medical treatment in exchange for information 

on illegal activities in the United States.  Unfortunately,  Mr. Goto received his transplant and left the 

US without providing much in the way of substantive information. 

    Sadly, the way this case was reported feeds on the publicõs lack of trust in our healthcare system, 

and specifically in the fairness of the organ transplant system.  There is a strong belief that the system 

favors the rich and famous.  Although the way organs are allocated in the US is far from perfect, it is 

as fair as it can be, given the constraints forced upon it.  More importantly, however, the system is      

transparent.  When its flaws are exploited, various checks and balances ensure that violations are 

discovered and corrective action taken. 

     The Nevada Donor Network held its annual election on November 5, 2009.  Under Medicare       

regulations, the Network is required to have a Governing Board that oversees the admistrative side of 

the   organization, and a separate, Advisory Board that deals with clinical issues. 

     The president of the Governing Board is Kim Farkas.  Kim has served as a member of the NDN        

Governing Board for many years.  She is an independent court reporter and a kidney donor.  Kim gave a 

kidney to her father. 

     The Chair of the Advisory Board is Dr. Joaquim Tavares.   Dr. Tavares is a pulmonologist and critical 

care specialist.  In addition to his duties as chair of the Advisory Board, Dr. Tavares serves as the Medical 

$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎȢ  &ÏÒ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ ÂÏÁÒÄ 

members, please visit our web site, www.nvdonor.org. 
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             You  Have  The  Power  to  Donate  Life  Ǆ 

     #-3 ÔÏ )ÎÓÐÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ /ÒÇÁÎ 0ÒÏÃÕÒÅÍÅÎÔ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
 

       The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued new Conditions of Participation for Organ Procurement Organizations 

in 2006.  OPOs are certified by CMS every four years.  Between January 1 and July 31, 2010, CMS must inspect all 58 approved OPOs to 

evaluate their compliance with the Conditions.  For the first time, specific outcome measures are a major part of the review process.   

For example, OPOs must achieve specific targets on their organ donation rates, and the number of organs transplanted per donor.  

The donation rate, also known as the conversion rate is the ratio of actual organ donors to the number of eligible organ donors in the 

OPOsõ service area.  The NDN donation rate is 62%, compared to the national mean rate of 67%.  The NDN rate is within the acceptable 

range defined by CMS.  The NDNõs average number of organs transplanted per standard donor is 3.56, also within the CMS             

requirement. 

 

       In addition to outcome measures, CMS requires that OPOs have specific processes in place.  For example, OPOs must demonstrate 

compliance with standards promulgated by the United Network for Organ Sharing. OPOs that are out of compliance will likely be 

given an opportunity to submit a corrective action plan.  If CMS identifies gross violations of accepted practices, they can order the 

OPO to close immediately. 

 

     CMS inspections are unannounced but under federal regulations, they must be completed no later than July 31, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

            Marianne Scarcelli Joins NDN Staff  

  

     Marianne Scarcelli recently joined the NDN staff filling the position of Hospital Development Coordina-

tor.  Marianne graduated from the Radiology Technician program at UNLV and later received her bache-

lorõs in marketing and business management from Florida State University. 

 

     Marianne has many years of experience in healthcare, including working for several years as a Radiology 

Technician.  She was a founding member and former administrator of the Pain Institute of Nevada.  

 

     More recently she worked as an administrator in her husbandõs real estate firm. Marianne was personally          

    

touched by transplantation when her husband Chris, donated a kidney to their son.  Kyle was just three years old at the time.  He is now 

14 and doing very well.  Marianne and Chris have two other sons ages 16 and 10.   

 

In her new role, Marianne has primary responsibility for marketing and client services at hospitals and facilities within the NDN service 

area.  Please welcome Marianne to our team. 

 Employee Profile 

Marianne Scarcelli 
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Referral and Donor Statistics  ɂ  January 1, 2009  ɂ October 31, 2009 

        Take time to save lives, sign a donor registration today: www.nvdonor.org  

      

                                         F A C I L I T Y  Total  

 Referrals 

   Donors  by  Type 

    Organ Tissue Eye 

Boulder City Hospital 50 0 2 3 

Centennial Hills Hospital Medical Center 155 0 10 26 

Clark County Coronerõs Office 33 0 3 5 

Desert Canyon Rehabilitation 2 0 1 1 

Desert Springs Hospital 538 0 13 41 

Desert View Regional Hospital 50 0 7 13 

Grover C. Dills Medical Center 2 0 1 1 

Harmon Rehabilitation Hospital 29 0 0 3 

   Health South Rehabilitation Hospital of Las Vegas 3 0 0 0 

Health South at Tenaya 33 0 0 1 

Highland Manor of Fallon 3 0 0 0 

Horizon Specialty Hospital 6 0 0 0 

Kindred Hospital -Desert Springs 32 0 0 5 

Kindred Hospital ð Flamingo 67 0 1 3 

Kindred Hospital  - Sahara 20 0 0 2 

Mesa View Regional Hospital 24 0 4 5 

Mike OõCallaghan Federal Hospital 15 0 1 3 

Monte Vista Hospital 2 0 0 0 

Mountain View Care Center 3 0 0 0 

Mountain View Hospital 431 0 17 47 

North Vista Hospital 207 2 10 21 

Nye Regional Medical Center 8 0 0 0 

Progressive Hospital 22 0 0 1 

Southern Hills Hospital 110 0 4 12 

Spring Valley Hospital 237 2 18 33 

St. Rose DominicanñDe Lima 189 0 7 19 

St. Rose HospitalñSan Martin Campus 121 0 6 20 

St. Rose HospitalñSiena 360 1 18 41 

Summerlin Hospital Med. Center 324 0 10 26 

Sunrise Hospital Medical Center 877 18 45 89 

University Medical Center 524 7 14 31 

Valley Hospital Medical Center 526 9 28 63 

Vegas Valley Rehabilitation Hospital 1 0 0 0 

William Bee Ririe Hospital 10 0 0 0 

Totals 5,014 39 220 517 



 

    The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) monitors how effectively organ procurement organizations and hospitals      

manage organ donation.  To do this, the number of actual organ donors is  divided by the total number of patients referred who are 

medically eligible to be organ donors.  The resulting percentage is the conversion rate.  The CMS goal for all hospitals is a conversion rate 

of 75% or higher.   
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Facility Eligible Referrals Organ Donors Conversion Rate 

North Vista Hospital 3 2 67% 

Spring Valley Hospital 5 2 40% 

St. Rose Hospital-Siena Campus 3 1 33% 

Sunrise Hospital 28 18 64% 

University Medical Center 10 7 70% 

Valley Hospital 10 9 90% 

Total 59 39 66% 

             Organ Donation Update - January  1ɀ October 31, 2009 
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Links and Resources 

 

 American Asociation of Tissue Banks                www.aatb.org 

 Champions for Organ Sharing (COS)                 www.cossnv.com 

        Support Group for Transplant Patients              

 Eye Bank Association of America                        www.restoresight.org 

 Nevada Donor Network, Inc                                www.nvdonor.org 

 United Network for Organ Sharing                     www.unos.org 

 U.S. Goverment Information on Organ               www.organdonor.gov 

        & Tissue Donation and Transplantation                  
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The NDN Update is published six times a year.  Please send comments and questions to:  info@nvdonor.org 

  

 

2085 East Sahara Avenue  

 Las Vegas, NV 89104    

 (702) 796 - 9600    

Donor Referral Line:  

(800) 350 - 9517  

   Fax (702) 796 - 4225 

www.nvdonor.org  
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     And  Best Wishes  

    For The New Year! 

mailto:info@nvdonor.org

