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When people say "Yes" to organ, eye 

and tissue  donation, New Life Rises, 
giving hope and healing to those in 
need of life-saving transplants. In    
Donate Life's seventh Rose Parade 
float  entry, a phoenix, the mythical 
symbol of life coming out of death, 
rises into the sky, representing those 
who give life in their passing and the 
people whose lives are renewed by 
their gifts.  

   òNew Life Risesó                                

Issue #5 

February 2010 

In this issue:     H appy New Year!  We had a great start to 2010, the 121st Rose Parade themed A 

Cut Above the Rest took place  Friday, January 1, 2010 in Pasadena California.  For a 
third consecutive year, Donate Life was among the Rose Parade float award winners! 
This year's entry won the prestigious Theme Trophy for Excellence in Presenting the 
Parade Theme, "A Cut Above The Rest."  Donate Life was also chosen as Favorite 
Float by the ABC Broadcast Audience. 

               Donate Life Float  

   From a bed of nurturing flames, the 

majestic phoenix rose anew, its tail feath-

ers adorned with 76 flora graphs ð me-

morial portraits created with floral mate-

rials ð depicting loved ones who gave life 

to those in need. The bird soared high 

above 24 float riders ð all transplant re-

cipients,  living donors, and family mem-

bers of deceased  donors ð seated along a 

monument   inspired by the   National 

Donor Memorial's  Wall of Names.  

   A  garden inspired by the memorial's 

Wall of Tears led the float with 2,000 

dedicated roses, each carrying a personal 

message of love, gratitude and hope to a 

donor, recipient or candidate for trans-

plant.  
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According to UNOS  

The national waiting list  

now has over 105,000          

candidates. 

Website : www.unos.org  
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                            F A C I L I T Y  Total    Donors  by  Type 
 Referrals 

    Organ Tissue Eye 

Boulder City Hospital  57 0 2 3 

Centennial Hills Hospital Medical Center  192 0 12 33 

Clark County Coronerõs Office 37 0 4 7 

Desert Canyon Rehabilitation 2 0 1 3 

Desert Springs Hospital 661 0 13 55 

Desert View Regional Hospital  66 0 9 23 

Grover C. Dills Medical Center  2 0 1 1 

Harmon Rehabilitation Hospital  38 0 0 4 

   Health South Rehabilitation Hospital of Las Vegas 4 0 0 0 

Health South at Tenaya 40 0 0 1 

Highland Manor of Fallon  3 0 0 0 

Horizon Specialty Hospital  8 0 0 0 

Kindred Hospital -Desert Springs 39 0 0 6 

Kindred Hospital ð Flamingo 73 0 1 4 

Kindred Hospital  - Sahara 22 0 0 3 

Mesa View Regional Hospital  31 0 4 5 

Mike OõCallaghan Federal Hospital 20 0 1 5 

Monte Vista Hospital  2 0 0 0 

Mountain View Care Center  4 0 0 0 

Mountain View Hospital  516 0 21 66 

Nathan Adelson Hospice  1 0 0 1 

North Vista Hospital  245 3 12 26 

Nye Regional Medical Center 11 0 0 0 

Progressive Hospital 35 0 0 2 

Southern Hills Hospital  125 0 4 16 

Spring Valley Hospital  300 3 21 41 

St. Rose DominicanñDe Lima 232 0 11 24 

St. Rose HospitalñSan Martin Campus 151 0 7 26 

St. Rose HospitalñSiena 434 2 24 54 

Summerlin Hospital Med. Center  380 0 12 38 

Sunrise Hospital Medical Center  1061 18 55 116 

University Medical Center  629 8 18 48 

Valley Hospital Medical Center  628 9 31 77 

Vegas Valley Rehabilitation Hospital  1 0 0 0 

William Bee Ririe Hospital  13 0 0 0 

Totals 6,062 43 264 688 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevada Donor Network, Inc.  

Table 1.  Organ Donors by Hospital 2005 -2009  

 

  

Hospital 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 

UMC 8 28 27 18 23 

Sunrise 18 18 19 16 17 

Valley 9 6 3 1 2 

Desert Springs 0 2 3 5 2 

St. Rose-De Lima 0 0 0 0 0 

St. Rose-Siena 2 3 3 3 2 

St. Rose-Martin 0 0 0 0 0 

Spring Valley 3 2 1 1 0 

Summerlin 0 0 0 1 0 

Centennial Hills  0 0 0 0 0 

Mountain View 0 0 4 0 1 

North Vista 3 1 1 0 2 

Southern Hills 0 1 0 0 0 

TOTAL 43 61 60 45 49 

                                            2009 ACTIVITY REPORT 
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   Calendar year 2009 was a difficult year for our community.  For the Network, donation activity was mixed. Organ donation was 

down significantly but tissue and cornea donation increased.  For example, in calendar year 2008, we recovered organs from 61    

donors.  In 2009, the number of organ donors dropped 30%.  As shown in table 1 below, organ donation was at its lowest level in 

more than five years.  On the other hand, the total number of tissue and cornea donors increased to record levels.  The number of 

tissue donors increased 12% and the number of cornea donors reached an amazing high of 688 cases.   

   The reasons for the drop in organ recovery are not immediately apparent.  The criteria for organ donation are very strict.  Of  the 

2.5 million deaths that occur annually in the U.S., only 12,000 to 15,000 patients will be medically suitable to donate organs such as 

the kidneys, liver, heart, lungs, pancreas, and intestines.  The criteria for tissue and cornea donation are much less restrictive, result-

ing in a higher number of eligible patients.  

Table 2 shows the number of eligible organ donors by year and summarizes total organs recovered.  The total number of tissue 

and cornea donor is also shown in table 2.  

Table 3 compares local (Southern Nevada) donor characteristics with the U.S. over the past several years.  



 Table 2.  Activity Summary by Year 2005 -2009 

 

 
 

 

Table 3.  Donor Comparison. July 1, 2005 ð June 30, 2009 

 

  2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 

Eligible Cases  65 103 82 70 109 

Actual Organ Donors  43 61 60 45 49 

Conversion Rate  66% 59% 73% 64% 45% 

Organs Transplanted  131 198 171 130 166 

Organs/Donor  3.05 3.25 2.85 2.89 3.39 

Transplanted Locally  30 27 47 52 39 

Transplanted Outside 
Las Vegas 

101 171 124 78 127 

Tissue Donors  262 233 168 150 162 

Cornea Donors  688 264 110 74 90 

  NDN  US 

Total # of Donors  209 31,906 

Age (Average) 40.0 41.0 

African American  11% 16% 

Hispanic  23% 14% 

White  58% 67% 

Other Race 8% 3% 

ABO -A  32% 38% 

ABO -AB  5% 2% 

ABO -B 12% 12% 

ABO -O 51% 48% 

BMI  25.9 26.6 

CAUSE OF DEATH  

Anoxia  12% 19% 

Head Trauma  40% 37% 

Stroke  46% 41% 

Other  1% 3% 

  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) monitors how effectively organ procurement organizations and          

hospitals manage organ donation.  To do this, the number of actual organ donors is  divided by the total number of patients referred 

who are medically eligible to be organ donors.  The resulting percentage is the conversion rate.  The CMS goal for all hospitals is a 

conversion rate of 75% or higher.   
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    Employee Profile  

        George C. Jones 

          Director of Quality Services  

   George became involved with Health-

care in 1972 after separating from the US 

Air Force. His first position was that of a 

Cath Lab Technician under the             

directorship of Doctors Philip Akre and 

John Bowers. The latter was one of the 

founders of the Nevada Heart Associa-

tion.  

   George was in-

strumental in the 

development of the 

open heart surgery 

program at Sunrise 

Hospital in the de-

sign and implemen-

tation of hemody-

namic monitoring 

modalities and cardiac conduction analy-

sis. He developed a  system, in collabora-

tion with Cobe Industries, for multi -

parameter patient hemodynamic monitor-

ing and with System for Anesthetic Respi-

ratory   Analysis (SARA) Mass Spectrome-

   George progressed to become the Direc-

tor of Biomedical and Clinical Engineering 

in the late 70s through the mid-eighties after 

which he was promoted to the position of 

Director of Safety and Support Services. 

This position included Regulatory Compli-

ance with The Joint Commissionõs Environ-

ment of Care, FDA, DOT, and EPA (both 

State and Federal). Georgeõs duties included 

Hazardous Materials and Waste, Security, 

Telecommunications, Biomedical Engineer-

ing, and Safety for an organization of one 

million square feet and more the three thou-

sand employees. In the mid-1990s he as-

sumed total responsibility for Safety and 

Environmental Regulatory Compliance to 

include Risk functions and Quality Assur-

ance programs. In 2004 George was pro-

moted to the position of Director of Engi-

neering and Safety and Support Services. 

This position included all regulatory com-

pliance for Sunrise Hospital and the Sunrise 

Health market facilities within the Joint 

Commission standards for the Environment 

of Care areas. 

   George successfully coordinated 

twelve Joint Commission Surveys with 

one òAccreditation with Commenda-

tionó and two òBest Demonstrated 

Practiceó recognitions for quality and 

safety. 

   George has directed managers, 

supervisors, and Quality Control    

Coordinators as direct reports, in addi-

tion to seventy-six line employees. He 

continued that position until August, 

2009 when the recession caused the       

elimination of many positions within 

the hospital business models.     

George accepted a position with NDN 

on January 4th 2010. 
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                                                                                              Lara Davies 

                                             Quality Service Coordinator  

   Lara was born in Canada where she lived until the age of 16. She moved to Santiago, Chile where she graduated 

high school. After graduation Lara moved to Osaka, Japan for a year and she spent her time learning the culture 

and language. In 1997, she moved to Qualicum Beach, B.C., Canada where she attended college and received her 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Criminology.  

   A fter Graduating college Lara moved to Swansea, S. Wales where she attended graduate school and earn  a 

Master of Arts Degree in Applied Criminal Justice in 2003.  In 2004, Lara moved to Las Vegas and began volunteering with the Clark 

County Coronerõs Office as a Reserve Investigator and was later hired as a part-time Coroner Investigator. She joined the Nevada Donor 

Network staff in November 2009.  

     Lara Davies  

   George C. Jones 
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                                                  Nevada Donor Network Volunteer Recognition 31, 2009 

         Nevada Donor Network Volunteers   

         (left ) Donna Carter, she is waiting for a liver                                 

        transplant, (right) Kay Housley, donor family.  

                              NDN Volunteers 

    Each day 18 Americans die waiting for an organ       

transplant. Education and awareness are the keys to in-
creasing donation. 

  The Nevada Donor Network team of volunteers work 

to educate our community. Many of the NDN volunteers 
are transplant recipients. They bring to life, the impact of 
donation and transplantation in Southern Nevada.  

  We are grateful for each volunteer and their generous   

gifts of time and talents. Our volunteers help at at schools, 
health fairs, churches and other festive events.  

   I n January the Network held an appreciation cere-

mony at Sunrise Hospital. Each volunteer received a 

certificate of appreciation and shared an enjoyable time 

with a delicious piece of cake. 

                                                                    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  I f you would like to join the Nevada Donor Network  

volunteer program, please contact our Public Education 

Coordinator: Liliana Arredondo  (702) 796 -9300 Ext#1007 

or e-mail: larredondo@nvdonor.org  

 

 

 Are you an organ & tissue donor?  


