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According to UNOS  

 The national waiting 

list  now has over 

103,757  candidates  

    as of (09/18/09) 

 153 people in Nevada    

are wating for a kidney 

transplant. 
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The End of Altruism?          

   In late July, the FBI arrested some 40 people 

in a months-long sting involving political cor-

ruption and other illegal activities, including 

the sale of human kidneys.  The scheme in-

volved recruiting living kidney donors in Israel 

and then transporting them to the U.S.  for 

transplant surgery. The donors and recipients 

were schooled on how to deceive hospital staff 

to make them believe they were actually 

friends or distant relatives.  Buying and selling 

human organs is illegal in the U.S.   According 

to some estimates, however, as many as 1,500 

brokered transplants occur each year in United 

States hospitals. 

   The organ transplant system has since its in-

ception depended on altruistic motives on the 

part of donors – living and deceased.  Unfortu-

nately, altruism hasn’t worked very well.  At 

the end of 2008, for example, there were over 

100,000 people on the national list waiting for a 

transplant.  Approximately 80% of those pa-

tients were waiting for a kidney.  Just over 

16,000 kidney patients received a transplant last 

year but more than 4,500 died waiting.  With a 

new name added to the list every 12 minutes, 

and a relatively low donation rate patients have 

a clear incentive to seek out a living donor; a 

friend or relative. 

   Roughly one third of kidney transplants are 

the result of living kidney donation.  In the 

early years of transplantation, all living donors 

were blood relatives of the recipients.  As im-

munosuppressive drugs improved, close tissue 

matching became less important.  

  This increased the pool of potential living do-

nors significantly, but it also created an oppor-

tunity for under-the-table deals.  

  For instance, Nick Rosen, an Israeli, told the 

media that he was paid $20,000 in 2005 for a 

kidney transplanted into a US citizen in New 

York City.  According to Rosen, it was easy to 

fool the transplant team into believing he had 

an emotional connection to the recipient and 

that no money changed hands. 

    There are those who suggest that we should 

allow a market in human organs.  After all, our 

capitalist system is based on the supply and 

demand model.  Many believe such a market 

would solve the kidney shortage almost over-

night.  In any event, we are not likely to see an 

end to altruism anytime soon.  Our nation has a 

rich tradition of helping others .  It’s a tradition 

we can all be proud of and one we should en-

courage. 

 Valley Hospital Wins Award 

  Valley Hospital Medical Center received an 

award for outstanding achievement in organ 

donation at the annual meeting of the Nevada 

Hospital Association, held in Lake Tahoe on 

September 8-9.   

   The award is jointly sponsored by the NDN 

and NHA.  Valley received the award for more 

than doubling its conversion rate from 44% in 

2008 to 88% in 2009.  Greg Boyer, Managing 

Director and CEO accepted the award on behalf 

of the hospital.  

          Valley Hospital Medical Center 
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             You Have The Power to Donate Life ♥ 

Double Hand Transplant 

 
  

     News  Briefs 

 How it works: The nerves regenerate at the rate of about an 

inch a month - meaning that in nine to 12 months the     

patient can start feeling things with their new hand. 

 

  Free Living Will 

 
  

 

  When a living kidney donor doesn’t match the intended recipient, it’s possible to arrange a ―paired exchange‖.  

 This occurs when similarly situated donor-recipient pairs agree to ―exchange‖ partners.  Transplant teams in four 

states recently took this concept to new heights when, together, they performed a historic eight-way exchange.  Three 

men and five women   donated kidneys to recipients at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD, Barnes-Jewish Hospi-

tal in St. Louis, MO, Baptist Medical Center in Oklahoma, OK, and Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, MI.    

The transplants took place between June 15 and July 7.  At last report, all 16 patients were doing well. 

 

Multi-hospital Domino Kidney Transplant 

  The first double hand transplant in the U.S. was per-

formed in June at the University of Pittsburgh.  The re-

cipient, a 57 year old man from Georgia lost both arms 

and both feet due to an infection in 1999.  This land-

mark surgery followed the hospital’s first hand trans-

plant in March of this year. 

  Nevada’s Secretary of State provides an easy way 

for residents to file important documents including         
advanced directives, also known as living wills, 
powers of attorney, and ―do not resuscitate ― (DNR) 
orders .  
  
  The Living Will Lockbox was established by the 
2007 Nevada State Legislature as the State’s registry 
for advanced directives for healthcare.                                              
It’s free and easy to use.  
 

For more information, go to 
www.livingwilllockbox.com. 

 

http://www.livingwilllockbox.com
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 F A C I L I T Y 

  

  

T o t a l 

Referrals 

                 

                     Donors by Type 

  

Organ Tissue Eye 

          

Boulder City Hospital 39 0 1 2 

Centennial Hills Hospital Medical Center 126 0 9 21 

Clark County Coroner’s Office 23 0 2 2 

Desert Canyon Rehabilitation 2 0 1 1 

Desert Springs Hospital 455 0 11 36 

Desert View Regional Hospital 45 0 6 10 

Grover C. Dills Medical Center 1 0 1 1 

Harmon Rehabilitation Hospital 22 0 0 1 

Health South Rehabilitation Hospital of Las Vegas 2 0 0 0 

Health South at Tenaya 22 0 0 1 

Highland Manor of Fallon 3 0 0 0 

Horizon Specialty Hospital 3 0 0 0 

Kindred Hospital -Desert Springs 27 0 1 4 

Kindred Hospital – Flamingo 58 0 1 3 

Kindred Hospital  - Sahara 20 0 0 1 

Mesa View Regional Hospital 18 0 2 4 

Mike O’Callaghan Federal Hospital 15 0 1 3 

Monte Vista Hospital 2 0 0 0 

Mountain View Care Center 3 0 8 0 

Mountain View Hospital 334 0 13 36 

North Vista Hospital 173 2 7 16 

Nye Regional Medical Center 7 0 0 0 

Progressive Hospital 16 0 0 0 

Southern Hills Hospital 87 0 2 9 

Spring Valley Hospital 183 2 13 24 

St. Rose Dominican—De Lima 146 0 4 14 

St. Rose Hospital—San Martin Campus 97 0 6 17 

St. Rose Hospital—Siena 294 1 14 32 

Summerlin Hospital Med. Center 278 0 10 22 

Sunrise Hospital Medical Center 689 14 39 73 

University Medical Center 420 5 10 26 

Valley Hospital Medical Center 438 7 25 53 

Vegas Valley Rehabilitation Hospital 1 0 0 0 

William Bee Ririe Hospital 5 0 0 0 

Totals 4,054 31 178 412 

 

  
Referral and Donor Statistics  —  January 1, 2009  — August 31, 2009 

Take time to save lives, sign a donor registration today: www.nvdonor.org 



The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) monitors how effectively organ procurement organizations 

and hospitals manage organ donation.  To do this, the number of actual organ donors is  divided by the total number 

of patients referred who are medically eligible to be organ donors.  The resulting percentage is the conversion rate.  

The CMS goal for all hospitals is a conversion rate of 75% or higher.   
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Facility Eligible Referrals Organ Donors Conversion Rate 

North Vista Hospital 3 2 67% 

Spring Valley Hospital 5 2 40% 

St. Rose Hospital-Siena 
Campus 

3 1 33% 

Sunrise Hospital 25 14 56% 

University Medical Center 9 5 56% 

Valley Hospital 8 7 88% 

Total 53 31 57% 

 

  

       It’s about living        ♥          It’s about life 

        Organ Donation Update   -   January — August 31, 2009   

 
The NDN Update is published six times a year.  Please send comments and questions to:  info@nvdonor.org 

    Events Calendar 

 

UNOS meeting October 21-22, 2009 

Fall 2009 Region 5 Collaborative  

MGM Grand Hotel & Resort 

Las Vegas, NV  

 

Contact: 

     Shamel Jones-McCloud  

       jonessr@unos.org  

 

 

2085 East Sahara Avenue 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

(702) 796-9600   

Fax (702) 796-4225 

 

Emergency Back Line 

 (800) 350-9517 

www.nvdonor.org 
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