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W hen the original version of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (UAGA) was passed in 

the late 1960ôs, its authors intended to honor the wishes of the deceased.  Unfortu-

nately, however, the law lacked clarity and specific guidance on how to proceed in the 

face of opposition from the surviving next -of -kin.  Fear of litigation and the specter of a 

public - relations nightmare led healthcare professionals to follow the wishes of the next -

of -kin rather than the wishes of the deceased.  This problem was addressed in the 2001 

session of the Nevada Legislature through an amendment by then Assemblywoman 

Dawn Gibbons.  At the national level, a new model for the UAGA was proposed by the 

National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2005.  It was passed in 

Nevada by the 2007 Legislature.  

     At the heart of so called ñfirst-person consent lawsò is the recognition of the right of 

individuals to determine what should happen to their bodies after death.  The law con-

firms that everyone has the right to decide whether or not they wish to donate their or-

gan after death.  No one can overrule their wishes and no additional consent is needed.  

A valid organ -donor card or entry into an electronic organ donor registry is sufficient 

documentation of consent.  

     When the Nevada UAGA was modified in 2001, a new electronic organ donor registry 

was established for the State.  When you renew your driver license, you are asked if you 

want to be an organ donor.  If you say yes, a donor designation is printed on the front 

of your license in the form of a small red heart next to the words ñorgan donor.ò    

     Access to the database is restricted but the staff of the  Nevada Donor Network is 

authorized to search the registry at anytime.  This ensures that the wishes of the de-

ceased will be honored..  Of course, you should discuss your decision with your next of 

kin.  Studies show that organ donation can provide comfort to surviving family mem-

bers, especially if they know their loved oneôs wishes. If you donôt have a driver license 

or you didnôt register at your last renewal, you can download a registry form at the Ne-

vada  Donor Network website, www.nvdonor.org .   

     Fill out the form and fax it to the Network at 702 -796 -4225. This alternate method 

increases your opportunity to enter the registry and express your wishes.  

     Almost all states now have electronic donor registries.  Participation varies widely 

from less than 10% of licensed drivers in some states to 80% or higher in others.  The 

overall average is 38%. In Nevada, 48% of licensed drivers have said yes to donation.  

     For more information on first person consent or donor registries, go to: 
www.nvdonor.org   or www.donatelife.net .   

     For more information on the Nevada Anatomical Gift Act, please visit: 
www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs451.html . 

 

 

CALL NEVADA DONOR NETWORK  

               (702)796 - 9600  

                     FOR:  

ALL DEATHS: Tissue/Eye Donation  

IMMINENT DEATHS: Organ Donation  

Severely brain - injured, ventilator -

dependent patient.  

Glasgow Coma Scale  

 </= 5 or plans to discontinue  

mechanical pharmacological sup-

port.  

Situations where family brings up 

donation.  

Coroner cases are not criteria for 

exclusion.  

 

Per CMS Regulations & JCAHO  

standards.  

 

http://www.nvdonor.org
http://www.nvdonor.org
http://www.donatelife.net
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-451.html


   

 Take time to save lives, sign a donor registration today : www.nvdonor.org  

     Referral and Donors Statistics  January 1, 2009  ð May 31, 2009  

 

  

FACILITY  

  

  

Total  

Referrals  

                 

                               Donors by Type  

  

Organ  Tissue Eye 

          

Boulder City Hospital  23 0 0 0 

Centennial Hills Hospital Med. Ctr.  83 0 7 11 

Clark County Coronerõs Office 7 0 0 0 

Desert Canyon Rehabilitation 2 0 1 1 

Desert Springs Hospital 309 0 9 21 

Desert View Regional Hospital  30 0 3 6 

Grover C. Dills Medical Center  1 0 1 1 

Harmon Rehabilitation Hosp.  13 0 0 1 

Health South- 2 0 0 0 

Health South-Tenaya 16 0 0 0 

Highland Manor -Fallon 2 0 0 0 

Horizon Specialty Hosp.  2 0 0 0 

Kindred Hospital -Desert Springs 17 0 0 2 

Kindred Hospital ðFlamingo 38 0 1 2 

Kindred Hospital -Sahara 11 0 0 0 

Mesa View Regional Hospital  9 0 1 2 

Mike OõCallaghan Federal Hosp. 10 0 0 1 

Monte Vista Hospital  1 0 0 0 

Mountain View Care Center  2 0 8 0 

Mountain View Hospital  218 0 7 15 

North Vista Hospital  96 1 5 5 

Nye Regional Medical Center 3 0 0 0 

Progressive Hospital 9 0 0 0 

Southern Hills Hospital  61 0 0 4 

Spring Valley Hospital  107 1 7 10 

St. Rose-DeLima 93 0 2 5 

St. Rose-San Martin 69 0 3 11 

St. Rose-Siena 208 1 10 18 

Summerlin Hospital Med. Ctr.  186 0 4 8 

Sunrise Hospital Med. Ctr.  440 7 23 36 

University Medical Center  272 2 5 15 

Valley Hospital Med. Ctr.  285 4 15 28 

Vegas Valley Rehabilitation Hosp. 1 0 0 0 

William Bee Ririe Hospital  3 0 0 0 

Totals 2,629 16 105 203 



 

 

Organ Donation Update  

January 1 - May 31, 2009  

 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) monitors how effectively organ procurement      

organizations and hospitals manage organ donation.  To do this, the number of actual organ donors is   

divided by the total number of patients referred who are medically eligible to be organ donors.  The result-

ing percentage is the conversion rate.  The CMS goal for all hospitals is a conversion rate of 75% or 

higher.  The table below shows the conversion rate for those Southern Nevada Hospitals referring eligible 

cases for the five month period ending May 31, 2009.  

 

 
 

 

The NDN Update is published six times a year.  Please send comments and questions to info@nvdonor.org . 

Facility  Eligible Referrals  Organ Donors  Conversion Rate  

North Vista Hospital  2 1 50% 

Spring Valley Hospital  4 1 25% 

St. Rose Hospital -Siena 
Campus 

3 1 33% 

Sunrise Hospital  15 7 47% 

University Medical Center  6 2 33% 

Valley Hospital  5 4 80% 

Total  35 16 46% 

Itôs about Living.  Itôs About L I F E   

  

 

mailto:info@nvdonor.org
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I n spite of years of public education, a new survey 

from Donate Life America shows that many Ameri-

cans still  believe certain myths about organ dona-

tion.  For example:  

 

§ 50% of respondents believe that doctors 

will not try hard to save their life if their  

organ donation status is known.  

 

§ 44% think there is a black market  in the  

      US where people can buy and sell        

       organs and tissues.  

 

§ 57% of respondents do not under  

      stand that brain death is death and   

      cannot be reversed.  

 

§ 23% who say they are undecided about 

organ donation are not sure they would 

be an acceptable donor.  

 

  

These myths are similar to those expressed in other 

polls going back to the 1980ôs.  Although most 

Americans are aware of the need for organ donation, 

relatively few have taken steps to join a donor regis-

try.  The survey found that just 38% of licensed 

drivers have signed up, although rates vary widely 

from state to state.   In Nevada, 48% of licensed 

drivers have joined the donor registry.  Other states, 

such as Indiana and Utah report rates over 70%.  

Seventy - two percent of respondents want their deci-

sion to donate honored, even if their family objects.  

 

The number of people on the US list waiting for an 

organ transplant now exceeds 100,000.  A new 

name is added to the list every 12 minutes.  Every 

day, 18 people die waiting for an organ that never 

comes.  If we are to close the gap between those in 

need and the number of people willing to donate 

their organs after death, we must address these 

concerns more effectively.  

The Donate Life America survey was funded by Astellas Pharma US, Inc.  It was conducted by Survey  

Sampling International during February, 2009.  The online survey of 5,100 adults included 100 people in each 

state and the District of Columbia.  

 

 Myths about Organ Donation Persist   



                               You have the power to save lives  

Program Registration Information  
 800 528 -1798 or  

804 - 782 - 4830 or via ASMHTP website 
www.asmhtp.org  

 
The Green Valley Ranch Resort & Spa  

23   Paseo Verde, Parkway  
Henderson, NV 89052  

    Events Calendar  

 

 

 

August 2 - 5, 2009  

NATCO 34th Annual Meeting  

Red Rock Casino Resort & Spa -  Las Vegas, NV  
  

November 5 -11, 2009  

Introductory Course for NEW Transplant and  

Procurement Professionals  

Tempe, AZ  

 
Information Coming Soon  

 

For more information on any of these educational       

offerings please contact the NATCO Executive Office at  

(913) 895 -4612 or  

natco - info@goAMP.com .  

 

American Association of Tissue 
Banks Å 33rd Annual Meeting 
September 13 - September 17, 

2009 

MGM Grand  

Las Vegas, Nevada  

  

C 

              For Information:  

 Rebecca Hunter at:  

hunterr@aatb.org,  

fax: 703 - 356 - 2198,  

 or 1320 Old Chain Bridge Road, 

Suite 450, McLean, VA 22101.   
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