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According to UNOS  

The national waiting list  

now has over 100,000 can-

didates. 

¶  169 people in Nevada 

are wating for a kidney 

transplant.  

Website (www.unos.org)  

Study Shows Families Benefit from Donation  

    Obtaining consent for organ and tissue donation can be emotionally 

draining.  Often, we are reluctant to bring up the topic because we donõt 

want to intrude on the surviving family members.  However, studies 

have shown that organ donation can have a beneficial effect on the      

bereavement process.  For example, researchers at the University of  

British Columbia found that organ donation provides solace and helps 

with the grieving process.  (Clinical Transplantation 2008:22:341-347) 

 

    The study was designed to measure the experience of the donor 

family and whether the donation process affects depression and grief.             

Although the sample size was small, it supports the finding of larger US 

studies that show organ and tissue donation can be an important part of 

the healing process.  Health care providers should not feel that the       

donation discussion is an imposition.  In fact, if families are not offered 

the donation option, they may be deprived of a potent emotional      

benefit.  Helping others at a tragic time in their own lives gave donor 

families a significant benefit.  Clearly, more research is needed but this 

study shows that organ donation provides a measure of healing to the 

donor family, and life -saving benefit to the recipients. 

  

 

Our Keeping you updated newsletter is issue every other month, if you know 

some one would like to be added on the NDN mailing list, please contact:        

Liliana Arredondo  larredondo@nvdonor.org  

If you would like to check out our past issue visit our website at: 

www.nvdonor.org  
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                                        F A C I L I T Y  

  

  

T o t a l 

Referrals  

                 

                               Donors by Type  

  

Organ  Tissue Eye 

          

Boulder City Hospital  30 0 0 0 

Centennial Hills Hospital Med. Ctr.  83 0 7 13 

Clark County Coronerõs Office 7 0 1 1 

Desert Canyon Rehabilitation 2 0 1 1 

Desert Springs Hospital 309 0 10 26 

Desert View Regional Hospital  30 0 3 6 

Grover C. Dills Medical Center  1 0 1 1 

Harmon Rehabilitation Hosp.  13 0 0 1 

Health South- 2 0 0 0 

Health South-Tenaya 16 0 0 0 

Highland Manor -Fallon 2 0 0 0 

Horizon Specialty Hosp.  2 0 0 0 

Kindred Hospital -Desert Springs 17 0 0 4 

Kindred Hospital ðFlamingo 38 0 1 3 

Kindred Hospital -Sahara 11 0 0 0 

Mesa View Regional Hospital  9 0 1 3 

Mike OõCallaghan Federal Hosp. 10 0 1 2 

Monte Vista Hospital  1 0 0 0 

Mountain View Care Center  2 0 8 0 

Mountain View Hospital  218 0 8 22 

North Vista Hospital  96 1 6 6 

Nye Regional Medical Center 3 0 0 0 

Progressive Hospital 9 0 0 0 

Southern Hills Hospital  61 0 1 5 

Spring Valley Hospital  107 2 9 16 

St. Rose-DeLima 93 0 2 7 

St. Rose-San Martin 69 0 4 12 

St. Rose-Siena 208 1 11 23 

Summerlin Hospital Med. Ctr.  186 0 6 12 

Sunrise Hospital Med. Ctr.  440 10 28 48 

University Medical Center  272 4 7 18 

Valley Hospital Med. Ctr.  285 6 20 36 

Vegas Valley Rehabilitation Hosp. 1 0 0 0 

William Bee Ririe Hospital  3 0 0 0 

Totals  2,629 24 136 203 

Take time to save lives, sign a donor registration today: www.nvdonor.org  

        Referral and Donors Statistics  January 1, 2009  ñ June 30, 2009 



The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) monitors how effectively organ procurement organizations 

and hospitals manage organ donation.  To do this, the number of actual organ donors is  divided by the total number 

of patients referred who are medically eligible to be organ donors.  The resulting percentage is the conversion rate.  

The CMS goal for all hospitals is a conversion rate of 75% or higher.  The table below shows the conversion rate for 

those Southern Nevada Hospitals referring eligible cases for the six month period ending June 30, 2009.  

 
The NDN Update is published six times a year.  Please send comments and questions to:  info@nvdonor.org 
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Organ Donation Update  *   January  -   June 30, 2009 

Itõs about Living                      It's about Life 

Facility  Eligible Referrals  Organ Donors  Conversion Rate  

North Vista Hospital  2 1 50% 

Spring Valley Hospital  5 2 40% 

St. Rose Hospital -Siena 
Campus 

3 1 33% 

Sunrise Hospital  19 10 53% 

University Medical Center  8 4 50% 

Valley Hospital  7 6 86% 

Total  44 24 55% 

 

Pre-brain death declaration / pre -consent donor management goals

Maintain adequate 
blood pressure

Maintain adequate 
hydration

Control 
Diabetes insipidus

Maintain optimum 
Body temp

Electrolyte
replacement

Maintain adequate 
oxygenation

Preservation 
of organ 
functions

Adequate Blood 
sugar control

Maintain optimum 
Hgblevel

Continue good patient care

ORGAN

PRESERVATION

mailto:info@nvdonor.org
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     In 2008, a third of all deceased organ donors 
were African American (16% of the total), Latino 
(14%), Asian (2.4%) or members of other major eth-
nic groups. These percentages are similar to those 
among the nearly 28,000 individuals who received 
life-saving transplants last year, reflecting the equita-
ble distribution of organs that distinguishes the U.S. 
organ allocation system. 

However, the need for donated kidneys continues to 
grow, especially among minorities. Among the 
102,950 patients currently on the OPTN National Or-
gan Transplant Waiting List, 80 percent are in need 
of kidneys; among these more than six in ten are mi-
norities. In light of these daunting statistics, the need 
for minority donors is critical because the chance of 
matching a donated organ is greater when donor 

     The need for kidneys is especially great among 
minorities because of the high incidence of hyperten-
sion, diabetes and other medical conditions that lead 
to renal failure. According to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services Office of Minority 
Health, Native Americans are four times more likely 
than Whites to suffer from diabetes. African Ameri-
cans, Asians and Pacific Islanders, and Latinos are 
three times more likely than Whites to suffer from 
kidney disease. 

 

 

              
Fran and Aaron Patterson 

Heart recipients 

 

Doubly Blessed    

August 1  òNational Minority Donor Awareness Dayó   

The Gift of Life  

In 2006, Fran Patterson would gladly have taken her sonõs 

place on the heart transplant waiting list. Ironically, she 

joined Aaron on the list in 2007.  

     Both had battery operated VADs to keep their hearts 

pumping during the wait. Fran remembers fearing for her 

sonõs life and resolving that they would fight the battle 

together. She was as consumed with empathy for the po-

tential donor family as with fear for her and Aaronõs fu-

tures.  Aaronõs feelings were also sobering.  

     He said it brought him back down to earth to think that 

something bad had to happen to someone before he could 

have a chance to live.  

To him God and his father, Danny, gave him the strength 

to fight the battle for life together with his mother and be 

a winning role model for her. He received his new heart 

in March 2007 and Fran was transplanted in March, one 

year later.  

           Today, both Fran and Aaron are doing well and 

continue to be grateful for the donors that so generously 

gave so that they could live . 

     *Provided by Indiana Organ Procurement Organization.  

 

 

http://www.dlamembers.net/


  

   QUESTIONS YOU MAY BE ASKED WHEN YOU CALL NDN  

The call you place is answered by our answering service.  They obtain basic information and determines who  

will be paged out, organ or tissue coordinator. You will be asked general questions such as: 

§ The unitôs telephone number?  (the hospital, unit & floor will be verified) 

§ The callerôs name and title? 

§ Is the patient on a ventilator? Or do they have a heartbeat?  If no, what is the time of death? 

§ Patientôs name, DOB, sex, race? 

§ Patientôs MR#, date of admission, cause of death, primary diagnosis, any infections on this admission? 

§ The name of the attending MD, pronouncing MD ?  (if applicable) 

§ Is this a cornerôs case? 

§ NOK name and contact information? 

 

 Nevada Donor Network, Inc.      702-796-9600 

  

 FOR POTENTIAL ORGAN DONORS:  

What is the patientôs current status and plan for the patient?   

 Are there any heart, lung, liver or kidney problems?  

                                                                                                                                           

If the patient is eligible for donation, an organ coordinator 

will arrive to your unit to review the chart.  

If the patient is not eligible, the organ coordinator will tell 

you so and ask you to call back with a CTOD. 

                    

     FOR POTENTIAL TISSUE DONORS:  

       If the patient died in the ER,                                           

you will be asked  the following questions: 

Was CPR done? If yes, how long was the code?                                                                                                                                                        

What was the IV fluid and rate for the past hour?                                                                                                                                                          

Is NOK there or have they been notified?                                                                                                                                                                   

Funeral home information if known?                                                                                                                                                                                  

Is this a Cornerôs case? 

YOU WILL GET A SECOND CALL FROM THE NDN ON -CALL COORDINATOR,  

WHO WILL ASK MORE QUESTIONS:  

 

IF THE PATIENT DIED IN                                  

ANY OTHER UNIT, YOU WILL BE ASKED                          

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS :                     

  

 *  What was the IV fluid rate for the past hour?                                    

 *  Do you know of any past medical history? 

 *  Is NOK there or have they been notified?               

 *  Funeral home information if known?                                                    

 *  Is this a Coronerôs case? 

 *  You will be asked the results of the last two days of 

     WBC, any blood culture results, body temp over  

      the past two days.                                                                        

 *   If cause of death is ñcardio pulmonary arrestò you may 

       be asked, what was the secondary cause of death? 

  *    If the patient is considered an eligible tissue donor, the  

       coordinator may ask you to hold the chart in the 

       unit and if consent is obtained, a tissue coordinator will   

       arrive to your unit to review the chart. 
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The Green Valley Ranch Resort & Spa  

23   Paseo Verde, Parkway  
Henderson, NV 89052  

 
Program Registration Information  

 800 528 -1798 or  
804 - 782 - 4830 or via ASMHTP website 

www.asmhtp.org  

 
American Association of Tissue 
Banks Å 33rd Annual Meeting 
September 13 - September 17, 

2009 

MGM Grand                                           

Las Vegas, Nevada  
  

              For Information:  

 

 Rebecca Hunter at:  

hunterr@aatb.org,  

fax: 703 - 356 - 2198,  

 or 1320 Old Chain Bridge 

Road, Suite 450,  

McLean, VA 22101.   

2085 East Sahara Ave. 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 

(702) 796-9600  -  Fax (702) 796-4225 

Emergency  Back Up (800) 350-9517 

www.nvdonor.org  
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             EVENTS      CALENDAR  

                              Be a Hero             Be a Donor 

http://www.asmhtp.org/

